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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the applicant's communication filed on March 20, 2008, 
wherein: 

Claims 1- 38 are currently pending; 

Claims 1,16, 32, and 38 have been amended (The examiner notices that 
claim 32 has been amended. However, the applicant stated that claim 32 is as 
original). 

2. The examiner's acknowledged that the terminal disclaimer filed on 03/20/08 
has been received and approved by the office. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition 
of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 16-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 16- 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
Invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to a 
system containing a data store and components (software components) that do not 
meet any of the statutory items such as process (method), machine (apparatus), 
manufacture (product) or composition. The system claims appear to be an 
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apparatus claim, liowever, there are no normal structures or functional elements 
which are required in an apparatus claim. The data store and two components cited 
are or appeared to be software modules or software, which are not considered as 
structures or structural elements. 

Claims 32-37,38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims are directed to 
computer-readable medium which can be a signal as defined in the specification. 
When nonfunctional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable 
medium, in a computer or on an electromagnetic carrier signal, it is not statutory 
since no requisite functionality is present to satisfy the practical application 
requirement. 

Claim 38 is also rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because claim is directed to 
computer-readable medium containing a data structures. Data structure not claimed 
as embodied in computer-readable medium are descriptive material per se and are 
not statutory because they are not capable of causing functional change in the 
computer. See, e.g. Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 USPQ2d at 1760. See 
MPEP 2106.01. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 

that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 

granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published 
under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Amerasinghe et al (US 2007/0208608). 

Regarding claim 1, Amerasinghe et al disclose a method in a computer 
system for presenting forecast information, the method comprising: 

providing forecast snapshots, each forecast snapshot having a forecast 
date, a forecast period, forecast interval and summary forecasts [...creates forecast 
data; see par. 01 18, lines 1-5; at least figure 22 for forecast date 216, forecast 
period 448 and summary forecasts 437 .formulate the structure of forecast including 
forecast interval; (par. 0006; par. 0057 and figures 3) ], wherein the forecast interval 
indicates a frequency at which forecasts are to be generated and saved at forecasts 
snapshot [...i.e. the forecast is created using the parameter such as interval, interval 
period which indicates the frequency at which forecasts are made within a period as 
show in figures 3-4, 18A; par. 0057(table 1), pars. 0058-0059); forecast data is 
stored; par. 0006; and figure 7]; 

receiving from a user a request to display forecast information for a forecast 
period [. . .for example: the system will automatically displays or fills in forecast date 
when receiving the input from user such as a forecast series name; see par. 01 20; 
par. 0123, lines 1-4 and par. 0143, lines 14-16; and figures 20-22]; 
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for each forecast snapshot for the requested forecast period, retrieving 
forecasts for participants of the forecast [. ..forecast data stored in the database are 
then retrieved corresponding to the user, see par. 0006, lines 8-18; par. 0065, lines 
1-11 and figures 6A-6B]; 

retrieving current opportunities for the user [...users enters opportunities 
information and able to view detail revenue schedule information for the opportunity; 
see par. 0102, lines 1-5; par. 0104, lines 1-5; par. 0106; 0108 and figures 16-17]. 

generating a display description with a summary area that includes 

summary information of the retrieved forecasts for participants of the 
forecast, a participants area that includes information of the retrieved forecasts of 
each participant, and a user area that includes information of the retrieved current 
opportunities of the user [...summary view 460; participant area 464 and 462 that 
includes participant information; the form 462 is also a user area that enable a user 
to view his or her forecast and others participant; see par. 0139; 0140; 0141 and 
figures 24-27]. 

Regarding claim 2, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of the 
areas includes a date for each forecast snapshot [see par. 0142, lines 7-10 and 
figure 25]. 

Regarding claim 3, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the participants area 
includes a row for each participant that, when selected, provides more detailed 
information about each participant [see par. 0141, lines 10-18 and figures 24-25]. 
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Regarding claim 4, Amerasinglie et a! disclose wherein information of the 
summary area includes closed revenue and forecast revenue [...revenue 
class/closed revenue; see par. 0105, lines 4-5; and figure 16; forecast revenue; see 
par. 0116, lines 1-3 and figure 19]. 

Regarding claim 5, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein information of the 
summary area Includes pipeline revenue [...total revenue for all revenue/pipeline 
revenue; see figures 26-27]. 

Regarding claim 6, Amerasinghe et al disclose 6 wherein the information of 
the summary area includes expected revenue [see par. 01 15, lines 8-9 and figure 
25]. 

Regarding claim 7, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of the 
participants area Includes closed revenue and forecast revenue [...revenue 
class/closed revenue; see par. 0105, lines 4-5; and figure 16; forecast revenue; see 
par. 0116, lines 1-3 and figure 19]. 

Regarding claim 8, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of the 
participants area includes pipeline revenue [...total revenue for all revenue/pipeline 
revenue; see figures 26-27]. 

Regarding claim 9, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of the 
participants area Includes name of the participant [see figures 24-25]. 

Regarding claim 10, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the user area 
Includes Information for each opportunity of the user [see par. 0141, lines 10-18]. 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Amerasinglie et a! disclose wherein the information for 
each opportunity includes opportunity identifier and forecast revenue [see par. 0102, 
lines 5-10; see par. 0116, lines 1-3 and figure 16 and 19]. 

Regarding claim 12, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the summary area 
includes a row of information for each forecast snapshot within the forecast period, 
the participant area includes a row of information for each participant within each 
forecast snapshot within the forecast period, and the user area includes a row for 
each opportunity of the user [see par. 0139, par. 0141, lines 10-16 and figures 24- 
25]. 

Regarding claim 13, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein information of the 
summary area includes forecasted quantity of a product [see figure 16 for quantity of 
a product]. 

Regarding claim 14, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of 
the summary area includes closed quantity of a product [see figure 16 for revenue 
class/closed of a product]. 

Regarding claim 15, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of 
the summary area includes pipeline quantity of a product [...total revenue for all 
revenue/pipeline revenue; see figures 26-27]. 

Regarding claim 16, Amerasinghe et al disclose a computer system for 
presenting forecast information, comprising: 

a data store with forecast snapshots having a forecast date, a forecast period, 
forecast interval and forecast information [...creates forecast data; see par. 0118, 
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lines 1-5; at least figure 22 for forecast date 216, forecast period 448 and summary 
forecasts 437;formulate the structure of forecast including forecast interval; (par 
0006; par 0057 and figure 3)) ], wherein the forecast interval indicates a frequency 
at which forecasts are to be generated and saved at forecasts snapshot [...i.e. the 
forecast is created using the parameter such as interval, interval period which 
indicates the frequency at which forecasts are made within a period as show in 
figures 3-4, 18A; par. 0057(table 1), pars. 0058-0059);forecast data is stored; par. 
0006; and figure 7]; 

a component that, for each forecast snapshot for a forecast period, retrieves 
forecasts for participants of the forecast [....revenue management software tool 
enables user to enter and retrieve forecast data; see par. 0006, lines 12-17]; and 

a component that generates a display description with a summary area that 
includes summary information of the retrieved forecasts for participants of the 
forecast, a participants area that includes information of the retrieved forecasts of 
each participant, and a user area that includes information of opportunities of a user 
[...summary view 460; participant area 464 and 462 that includes participant 
information; the form 462 is also a user area that enable a user to view his or her 
forecast and others participant; see par. 0139; 0140; 0141 and figures 24-27]. 

Regarding claim 17, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of 
the areas includes a date for each forecast snapshot [see par. 0142, lines 7-10 and 
figure 25]. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/731 ,696 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3689 

Regarding claim 18, Amerasinglie et a! disclose wherein the participants area 
includes a row for each participant that, when selected, provides more detailed 
information about each participant, the more detailed information including 
opportunity information retrieved from a snapshot [see par. 0139, par. 0141, lines 
10-18 and figures 24-25]. 

Regarding claim 19, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein information of the 
summary area includes forecast revenue [...forecast revenue; see par. 01 16, lines 
1-3 and figure 19]. 

Regarding claim 20, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of 
the summary area includes closed revenue [...revenue class/closed revenue; see 
par. 0105, lines 4-5; and figure 16]. 

Regarding claim 21, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of 
the summary area includes expected revenue [see par. 01 15, lines 8-9 and figure 
25]. 

Regarding claim 22, Amerasinghe et al disclose including a component that 
automatically generates forecasts in accordance with a forecast definition [see par. 
0108, lines 1-4]. 

Regarding claim 23, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein information of the 
participants area includes forecast revenue [...forecast revenue; see par. 01 16, lines 
1-3 and figure 19]. 
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Regarding claim 24, Amerasinglie et a! disclose wherein the information of 
the participants area includes pipeline revenue [...total revenue for all 
revenue/pipeline revenue; see figures 26-27]. 

Regarding claim 25, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of 
the participants area includes name of the participant [see figures 24-25]. 

Regarding claim 26, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the user area 
includes information for each current opportunity of the user [...users enters 
opportunities information and able to view detail revenue schedule information for 
the opportunity; see par. 0102, lines 1-5; par. 0104, lines 1-5; par. 0106; 0108 and 
figures 16-17]. 

Regarding claim 27, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the user area 
includes information for each opportunity of the user stored in a snapshot [see par. 
0016, par. 0068, lines 13-15 and figure 8]. 

Regarding claim 28, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the summary area 
includes a row of information for each forecast snapshot within the forecast 
period, the participant area includes a row of information for each participant 
within each forecast snapshot within the forecast period, and the user area 
includes a row for each opportunity of the user [see par. 0139, par. 0141, lines 10-18 
and figures 24-25]. 

Regarding claim 29, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein information of the 
summary area includes forecasted quantity of a product [see figure 16 for quantity of 
a product]. 
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Regarding claim 30, Amerasinglie et a! disclose wherein the information of 
the summary area includes closed quantity of a product [see figure 16 for revenue 
class/closed of a product]. 

Regarding claim 31, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of 
the summary area includes pipeline quantity of a product [...total revenue for all 
revenue/pipeline revenue; see figures 26-27]. 

Regarding claim 32, Amerasinghe et al disclose a computer-readable medium 
for controlling a computer system to present forecast information, by a method 
comprising: 

providing forecast snapshots, each forecast snapshot having a forecast 
date, a forecast period, forecast interval and summary [...creates forecast data; see 
par. 01 1 8, lines 1 -5; at least figure 22 for forecast date 216, forecast period 448 and 
summary forecasts 437;formulate the structure of forecast including forecast inten/al; 
(par. 0006; par. 0057 and figure 3)) ], wherein the forecast interval indicates a 
frequency at which forecasts are to be generated and saved at forecasts [...i.e. the 
forecast is created using the parameter such as interval, interval period which 
indicates the frequency at which forecasts are made within a period as show in 
figures 3-4, 18A; par. 0057(table 1), pars. 0058-0059); forecast data is stored; par. 
0006; and figure 7]; 

for each forecast snapshot for the requested forecast period, retrieving 
forecasts for participants of the forecast [...forecast data stored in the database are 
then retrieved corresponding to the user; see par. 0006, lines 8-18; par. 0065, lines 
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1-1 1 and figures 6A-6B]; and 

generating a display description witli a summary area tliat includes summary 
information of the retrieved forecasts for participants of the forecast and a 
participants area that includes information of the retrieved forecasts of each 
participant [...summary view 460; participant area 464 and 462 that includes 
participant information; see par. 0139; 0140; 0141 and figures 24-25]. 

Regarding claim 33, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information of 
the areas includes a date for each forecast snapshot [see par. 0142, lines 7-10 and 
figure 25]. 

Regarding claim 34, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the participants area 
includes a row for each participant that, when selected, provides more detailed 
information about each participant [see par. 0141, lines 10-18 and figures 24-25]. 

Regarding claim 35, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the information 
of the participants area includes name of the participant [see figures 24-25]. 

Regarding claim 36, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein the summary 
area includes a row of information for each forecast snapshot within the forecast 
period and the participant area includes a row of information for each participant 
within each forecast snapshot within the forecast period [see figures 24-25]. 

Regarding claim 37, Amerasinghe et al disclose wherein information of 
the summary area includes forecasted quantity of a product [see figure 16 for 
quantity of a product]. 

Regarding claim 38, Amerasinghe et al disclose a computer-readable medium 
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containing a data structure comprising: 

a summary area that includes summary information of forecasts for 
participants of a forecast, the summary information being generated based on 
forecast snapshots having a forecast date, a forecast period, forecast interval and 
summary forecasts [...creates forecast data; see par. 011 8, lines 1-5; at least figures 
22-25 for forecast date 216, forecast period 448 and summary forecasts 
437;formulate the structure of forecast including forecast inter\/al; (par. 0006; par. 
0057 and figure 3)) ], wherein the forecast interval indicates a frequency at which 
forecasts are to be generated and saved at forecasts snapshot [...i.e. the forecast is 
created using the parameter such as interval, interval period which indicates the 
frequency at which forecasts are made within a period as show in figures 3-4, 18A; 
par. 0057(table 1), pars. 0058-0059);forecasf data is stored; par. 0006; and figure 7]; 

a participants area that includes information of forecasts of each 
participant that is generated based on the forecast snapshots [...participant area 464 
and 462 that includes participant information; see par. 0139 and figures 24-25]; and 

a user area that includes information of the retrieved current opportunities 
of the user the form 462 is also a user area that enable a user to view his or her 
forecast and others participant; [see par. 0140; par. 0141 and figures 24-25]. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed March 20, 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Amerasinghe does not disclose a "forecast 
interval" that indicates how frequent forecasts are to be generated. The examiner 
respectfully disagrees. Amerashinghe discloses a system for generating the 
forecast data. The forecasts data is having the structure of forecast made by users 
of the system including defining attributes of the forecasts such as forecast period, 
intervals; (par. 0006; par. 0057 and figures 3)]; Amerashinghe also discloses the 
frequency of how the forecast is generated [...i.e. the forecast is created using the 
parameter such as interval, interval period which indicates the frequency at which 
forecasts are made within a period as show in figures 3-4, 18A; par. 0057(table 1 ), 
pars. 0058-0059; Further more, figure 17 shows how the forecast data is generated 
by week, month. Quarter, Year (par. 0107)]. For the reason above, Amerashinghe 
discloses a "forecast interval" that indicates how frequent forecasts are to be 
generated. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thuy-Vi Nguyen whose telephone number is 
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571-270-1614. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Thursday from 8:30 A.M to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Janice Mooneyham can be reached on 571-272-6805. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 

U. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3689 
/Janice A. Mooneyham/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3689 
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